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principall and most dangerous Recusants in the diocesse of Hereford,"
1604, was a near relation of the subject of this notice. After being
examined in London, the Rev. J. Kemble was returned to Hereford for
trial The technical point upon which he was convicted at the Assizes
was having said Mass at Pembridge, and such was the anti-Catholic furore
throughout the country at the time, that the authorities dared not reprieve
this venerable and amiable old man, who was accordingly hanged on
Widemarsh Common, near Hereford, 22nd August, 1679. Mr Kemble,
who was a great humorist, made light of his unjust condemnation in
view of his great age, and therefore probable imminent death in the ordinary
course of nature, and on the way to the gallows calmly smoked a pipe,
hence the saying " Kemble's Pipe," to denote great presence of mind
amidst danger! At the place of execution, he addressed the people saying:
" Gates and Bedloe not being able to charge me with anything when I
was brought up to London, though they were with me, makes it evident
that I die for professing the old Roman Catholic religion, which was the
religion that first made this Kingdom Christian, and whoever intends to
be saved, must die in that religion/' After the martyrdom, his body was
given to his nephew, Captain Richard Kemble, who buried it in the
churchyard of Welsh Newton. The spot became a place of pilgrimage,
and among those who visited it long subsequently, were Charles Kemble,
the famous actor, great-grand-nephew of the Martyr, and Mrs Siddons,
his sister.1 The hand of the Rev. J. Kemble is treasured in the Sacristy
of the Catholic Church, Broad Street, Hereford, where there is also an
altar known as the " Kemble altar," the reredos of which is made from
the oak posts and boards of the bed of Bishop Matthew Pritchard, O.S.F.,
Vicar-apostolic of the Western District, who died May, 1750, <*/. 81.
A piece of linen, stained with the Martyr's blood, is at Downside. Among
the cures alleged to have been wrought through the intercession of the
Blessed John Kemble, were those of the daughter and wife (?) of that very
Captain Scudamore who had been instrumental in arresting him! The
daughter is stated to have been cured of a dangerous sore throat by
the application of a piece of the rope used at the execution of the holy
1 Roger Kemble, actor and manager (1721-1802), grand-nephew of the Martyr, married a
Mjss Ward, a Protestant. By an arrangement common until recent times, the sons of the union
were brought up Catholics and the daughters in the mother's religion. Nearly all the sons were
educated at Douay, the eldest, John Philip, afterwards the famous tragic actor (1757-1823)1
being there as a fellow-pupil with Bishop Milner (1752-1826), Unfortunately, none of the
sons kept the Faith. Another branch of this old recusant stock were the ELembles of Aber-
gavenny, one of whom, Mr John Kemble, was among those who took the Oath of Allegiance
to George III as prescribed by the Catholic Relief Act of 1778.
See Percy Fitzgerald's The J&arWw-(1871); Rev. Dr Husenbeth's Life of Bisbop Milnert
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